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that, within the limits which had been prescribed by the Eliza-
bethan system, the clergy were advancing under his superin-
tendence in intelligence and vigour. He succeeded in winning
over some who by less skilful treatment would have been driven
into opposition. The unmeasured violence with which he had
met those whom he looked upon as the confirmed enemies of
the Church passed away when he had to deal with men whose
course was yet doubtful. To such he was always kind, and he
spared no labour in inducing them to surrender opinions which
he regarded as erroneous.

The man who was recommended by the Bishops as the
fitting successor of Bancroft was Launcelot Andrewes, at that
time Bishop of Ely.    Of all those whose piety was
tion that he   remarkable in that troubled age, there was none who
could bear comparison for spotlessness  and purity

gentie Andrewes.
Going in and out as he did amongst the frivolous and
grasping courtiers who gathered round the King, he seemed to
live in a peculiar atmosphere of holiness. James reverenced
and admired him, and was always pleased to hear him preach.
His life was a. devotional testimony against the Roman dogma-
tism on the one side and the Puritan dogmatism on the other.
He was not a great administrator, nor was he amongst the
first rank of learned men. But his reverence for the past and
breadth of intelligence gave him a foremost place in the midst
of that band with which James was in such deep sympathy, and
which met the Roman argument from antiquity by a deeper
and more thoughtful study of antiquity, and the Puritan argu-
ment from the Scriptures by an appeal to the interpretation
of the Scriptures by the Church- writers of the early centuries.
The work done by these men was no slight contribution to
the progress of human thought. Yet there is no reason to
regret that Andrewes was not appointed to the vacant arch-
bishopric Few will be found who still believe with Clarendon
that his appointment would have turned back the rising tide of
Puritanism. What he could do in that direction he did in
the study and in the pulpit, and work of this kind could as well
be done in one official position as in another. The work of